
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

JANUARY 2017 Minutes 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017; 10:00 -11:30 a.m. 
 
The bi-monthly meeting of the Cemetery Preservation Advisory Board (CPAB) was held on Tuesday, January 10, 
2017 in the Ilchester room at 3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City, Maryland. 
              
 
Members Present:  Liz Larney, Chair; Mike Bennett; Fred Dorsey; Edward Glawe; Chip Plitt 
 
Absent:   Dottie Moore, Matthew Smithson 
 
Staff Present:  Beth Burgess, Ken Short, Yvette Zhou 
 
Public:    David Zinner, Liaison to the Maryland Advisory Council on Cemetery Oversight; 

Tom Baldwin 
 

 
General Topics 
 
Board Updates: 

 
Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites (CPMBS):  The Board discussed the CPMBS website, grants and 
meetings. Mr. Zinner distributed minutes from CPMBS last meeting to the Board. Mr. Bennett asked how the 
Coalition is funded.  Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Zinner shared their funding is through a variety of sources, primarily a 
portion of the Membership dues, contributions, and bequests.   Ms. Burgess said CPMBS has a new redesigned 
website which is very helpful and easy to navigate: www.cpmbs.org. Eileen McGuckian is the President of the 
CPMBS and Ms. Burgess will be contacting her about potential State legislation.  CPMBS is meeting January 
11th to discuss Preservation Maryland Six-to-Fix project on cemetery restoration. Representatives tried to 
rearrange their schedule to attend the CPAB meeting today, but were not able to.  They plan to attend next 
month.  

 
 

Grant Update: 
 

Last summer Ms. Burgess asked the Howard County Genealogical Society (HCGS) to be the recipient of the 
cemetery grant. A draft application was sent to Mr. Jim Kuttler and the Genealogical Society Board. The grant 
subcommittee met in November and finalized the letter and grant application.  Ms. Burgess distributed a draft 
grant letter that will be sent to owners on the cemetery inventory list for the Board’s comments. The Board 
members approved the letter. 
 
Mr. Zinner asked what will be the role of Howard County Genealogical Society in regards to the Grant. Ms. 
Larney confirmed the grant subcommittee is comprised of two members of the CPAB and the HCGS Board.  
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This subcommittee will review applications, decide on grant recipients, and make sure that the recipients use 
the funds as proscribed in the grant rules.  HCGS will administer the distribution of funds.   
Mr. Dorsey asked if the owner of each cemetery has been identified. Ms. Burgess said no; the directory is still 
incomplete; some are missing owners and some only have caretakers.  Mr. Dorsey asked how many total 
letters will be sent. Ms. Burgess said approximately eighty but it is expected some will be returned, but that 
the grant details will be posted on Howard County’s website, and will be available for those who inquire. Grant 
information was also distributed at Hands on History Day at the Howard County Fair last August and Ms. 
Burgess will make sure all inquiries from this year receive an application. Mr. Dorsey asked what if a caretaker 
would like to apply for the Grant rather than the owner. Ms. Larney said there is a designation box on the 
grant application for applicant to select if they are not the owner.  Ms. Burgess said the mailings are expected 
to be completed by next week and an update will be provided to the Board.  

 
 
Cemetery Updates: 
 
Redd & Sipes Property, Elkridge: 
Ms. Burgess forwarded the Board a detailed Archeological report of the burial site in which eight more remains 
have been discovered in addition to the two originally reported for a total of ten remains. Dr. Phillip Hill and 
Ms. Katherine Rogers are the authors of this report. All agreed the report appeared objective and well 
documented. It was pointed out that the original report misrepresented the positions of CPAB. 
 
Mr. Dorsey, Mr. Bennett and Mr. Zinner were at the property during parts of the archeology work. Mr. Dorsey 
and Mr. Bennett believe there are burials further down the property than the report indicates. Mr. Bennett 
pointed out some discrepancies on the burial map shown in the report compared to where the actual location 
is on the site. Mr. Bennett and Mr. Plitt agreed the archeological dig needs to be put on a scaled plan to 
understand the impact to the lots and development.  
 
Mr. Bennett also advised the proper way to remove the remains would be by removing all the enriched soil 
from the burial shaft and not by just removing the burial hardware and bones the remains have disintegrated 
into the soil creating the enriched soil. CPAB agreed, if disinterment occurs, the method of removing the 
remains should be retrieving all the enriched soil. 
 
Mr. Dorsey requested the Board send a letter to Howard County’s State’s Attorney Mr. Broccolino (with a copy 
to DPZ Director, Valdis Lazdins) asking Mr. Broccolino to withdrawal authorization to disinter the graves now 
that additional information is available about this cemetery. Eight more remains have been identified in 
addition to the original two reported as “unknown”, and further investigation is needed. Mr. Bennett said he 
was not in opposition to disinterment. He said and all agreed the developer needs to do further investigation 
before any decision should be made on removal of the remains. All agreed that the cemetery boundaries had 
not been fully established and all were concerned that other remains existed on site. 
 
Mr. Dorsey said the remains were proposed to be reburied at Mt. Zion Cemetery or Meadowridge Memorial 
Park.  Mr. Bennett suggested Mt. Zion be considered because there are other family members there but noted 
that if the remains are disinterred, they need to go to a safe and dignified place that will give perpetual care. 
The Board agreed all re-interments should be done once and properly maintained to avoid any additional 
disinterment of those remains. Mr. Dorsey cited CB 13 1993 that if remains are disinterred; the property is still 
a cemetery. The Board will discuss CB 13 from 1993 at the March meeting. 
 
Mr. Zinner questioned the purpose of the CPAB, reminding all that he believes the goal is preservation of all 
Howard County Cemeteries. Mr. Plitt wants to hear from the developer as to the reason behind the plan to 



 

 

disinter. Mr. Bennett and Mr. Plitt agreed the archeological dig needs to be put on a scaled plan to understand 
the impact to the lots and development.  
 
Ms. Burgess noted Jason Van Kirk from Elm Street Development will be meeting with DPZ Director, Mr. 
Lazdins, this afternoon to discuss the report findings and next steps. Ms. Burgess believes the developer’s 
intent is to advertise the graves in a local newspaper seeking descendants as the law requires but she will 
inquire at the Redd & Sipes meeting. The Office of Law noted at the November meeting that the publication 
seeking the descendants needs to take place prior to the State’s Attorney giving authorization, to date this has 
not happened. Ms. Burgess said she is seeking clarity of the State’s Attorney process. The Board inquired on 
DPZ’s position. Ms. Burgess said the DPZ Director did not have one stance on disinterment; that he desired all 
graves to be respectfully preserved and be well maintained and not in a place where vandalism or nuisance 
behavior could occur. She continued that DPZ made no decisions concerning this matter as DPZ has been 
waiting for the archeology work to conclude and the report be submitted. Ms. Burgess said this issue was an 
alternative compliance and the development had other alternative compliance issues they were working 
through with DPZ. Ms. Larney articulated the points that Ms. Burgess was to make at the Redd & Sipes meeting 
in representing CPAB. 

 The archeology report needed correction to either remove CPAB from page 2 of the report that said 
CPAB was in support of the re-interment goal or state that CPAB was NOT in favor of disinterment. 

 CPAB does not believe the cemetery boundaries have been established. CPAB requests further 
excavation take place in the area noted in the report that has two trees and the excavation pile 
covering part of the cemetery. Clear boundaries need to be established along the entire perimeter of 
the cemetery.  

 CPAB questioned if further probing was done outside the burial area to confirm the perimeter. 

 CPAB requests that GPS points of the graves are noted on a scaled site plan that can be reviewed.  

 CPAB want to know why the developer wants to disinter instead of allowing the cemetery to remain in 
Open Space. 

 CPAB recommends if the developer is proceeding with disinterment that “all enriched soil” be 
disinterred and not just bones and hardware. 

 
Mr. Bennett expressed concern to the Board that if a developer is prohibited to ever remove a grave, that 
could discourage someone from reporting a stone marker found on a site. Stones would not be sought out as 
they have been these past few years and with Redd & Sipes. The graves may go unreported and bulldozed over 
during development to avoid this process. Mr. Bennett stated a known inventory needs to be preserved, but 
an unknown grave discovered during the process of development may not be brought to the Board to identify 
a cemetery if there is no flexibility in each situation. Mr. Dorsey disagreed and stated that developers have 
been educated about the importance of reporting found grave markers. 
 
Ms. Burgess said she drafted a letter to State’s Attorney outlining the report. Ms. Larney stated there should 
be two separate letters- One letter should request an understanding of the disinterment process and the 
second letter should state the Board’s position on the Redd & Sipes property. Ms. Burgess said she will redraft 
the letter and have Ms. Peltzman, the Board’s Attorney, review then and email a copy to CPAB for approval. 
 
Harper’s Farm Cemetery: 
Mr. Dorsey updated the Board by sharing that twenty years ago, a child had taken the Italian marble footstone 
of Amos Dorsey but recently returned it. 
 
Kings Contrivance Grave Stone: 
A homeowner found a broken headstone on his property which is about 8.5 feet away from Columbia 
Association’s pathway and 30 feet away from Wildwood, built by Rinaldo Dorsey.  The stone had “Willie one 



 

 

Year” engraved on the stone.  A William Worthington was born in 1848 and another William born in 1850, 
which could indicate the death of the first William. Further investigation is needed to determine findings. 
 
Wilde Lake Grave Stone: 
A homeowner found a head stone that may be originally from the Clark’s Farm on his property. Mr. Dorsey 
picked up the stone but the homeowner wants it back.  Mr. Dorsey asked the Board to consider creating a 
policy to handle circumstances when a property owner finds a headstone. 
 
Fuller/Kane/Smith Cemetery property sale update: 
Mr. Dorsey said this property is located on Route 99 and he has been working with the Eagle Scout to hopes 
for the nearby firehouse to adopt the cemetery. He also contacted the listing agent, Mr. Bob Lucido who 
provided the plans from 1995 (showing two lots off an original parcel) and the MLS makes no mention of the 
cemetery.  Mr. Dorsey said there is no requirement to disclose a cemetery on the property in MLS and he has 
not heard back from Mr. Lucido. 
 
Savage Cemetery: 
Mr. Tom Baldwin said he came to the Board today because he was interested in learning about cemetery 
preservation and hopes to find the contact for the Savage Cemetery.  Mr. Baldwin said his mother was buried 
there last year.  He contacted the two phone numbers listed on the cemetery sign to enquire about the 
process to bury his mother, and later to report issues but has not received any responses yet.  He further 
mailed a letter to the address listed for donations.  The letter was presumably received since it was not 
returned.  In his investigations, he found through SDAT records that the company who maintained the 
cemetery dissolved several years ago. Mr. Zinner passed on Ms. Deborah Rappazzo’s contact who is the Acting 
Executive Director for the Office of Cemetery Oversight. Mr. Bennett said if the cemetery is licensed, there is a 
State contact. Ms. Burgess has a contact for the Savage Cemetery Company that she will pass on to Mr. 
Baldwin. Mr. Baldwin will update the Board on his efforts and may return to future meetings. 
 
 
Action Items: 

 Ms. Burgess and Ms. Zhou will be working to create a file for each inventory site. 

 CPAB will review State’s Attorney letter. 

 Mailing will go out by DPZ with an update to Board. 

 March agenda to include discussion of a Policy on what to do when someone discovers a grave stone. 

 March agenda to include discussion of CB 13, 1993 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 11:52 a.m.  
 

 
Upcoming meetings 

 Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at 10 a.m. in the George Howard Building. 

 Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 10 a.m. in the George Howard Building. 

 Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 10 a.m. in the George Howard Building. 


